PATHFINDER SCHOOL
Making friends, becoming more independent, growing self-confidence. More than
education, Pathfinder School is a true community where every member is valued,
their individualized needs are met, and reaching their full potential is our goal.

Therapeutic and Behavioral Supports

Pathfinder School is a New York State-approved day and residential program for
students ages 5 to 21 years with Autism, Down syndrome, and other intellectual
and developmental disabilities. We are open year-round, but also offer a summeronly option.

Speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy,

What Makes Pathfinder Special?

of learning which is especially valuable when addressing

• Specialized environment: Our small, campus-based setting and consistent
routines foster confidence and independence in our students. We encourage
personal responsibility and self-reliance.

About Pathfinder Village

Our interdisciplinary teams design and implement
Individualized Education Programs (IEP) for each student.
adaptive physical education, and behavior support are
provided according to this IEP. Clinical staff and teachers
collaborate in the classroom for consistency in all aspects
students’ communication and behavioral needs.

Originally established in 1922 as a two-building school for

• Individualized approach: Our low student-to-staff ratio lets us teach to each
student’s strengths. Hands-on learning and dynamic instruction work together
to create engaged, motivated, and confident learners.

children with Down syndrome, we are now a 300-acre, not-

• Preparation for a bright future: We prepare students for graduation and beyond
through the development of essential life skills. Vocational training includes
hands-on experiences in community businesses, teaching students real-world
workplace skills.

just outside Cooperstown, New York, our community

• Sense of community: Isolation and social skills are major concerns for many of
our families. We consider friendship one of life’s most important skills. We help
everyone in the Pathfinder community refine skills of personal responsibility,
organization, and self-control and encourage them to build meaningful
relationships with peers, teachers, and members of our community. Every
student has the opportunity to make friends and experience teamwork. Outside
of school hours, residential students access art, music, recreation, and other
community-based activities.

community-based services for children and adults with

for-profit organization with enhanced clinical supports to
serve students with Autism and other disabilities. Located
includes a post-secondary program, adult day services,
summer camp, on-site businesses, and a research and
resource center. Pathfinder Village is a national leader in
intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Most students access Pathfinder School through their school
district’s committee on special education (CSE). Contact us
through pathfindervillage.org to learn if Pathfinder School
is right for your student.

• Parent happiness and satisfaction: Our impact as educators is measured by
student success and parent satisfaction. Families are our partners, and family
involvement is encouraged. Let’s work together!
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